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Internet resources in Japan : New means
of exchange of information between
scientists in Kansai

Laboratory of Biofunctional Molecules II
Vincenzo Nardi-Dei
Kyoto is one of the oldest and most famous
cities in Japan ;
which has

among all institutions in the country, as well as

there is Kyoto University,

produced most Nobel laureates

several first-ranking private universities such as

Doshisha and Ritsumeikan. It 1s not a

bureaucratic city indeed, being Tokyo the centre
all
organizations for researchers are in Tokyo area
There has
been, therefore, the need to start in Kyoto, some
kind

(foreigners and Japanese) that is flexible as

of administration. However, almost

and have few branches in Kansai.

of organization among researchers

well as effective (no constitution nor other

bureaucratic restraints) in order to help
researchers in Kansai to know each other and
exchange ideas, help and information

To analyze and solve the problem we had a
in a Thal restaurant in

dinner in Kyoto

December 1993 ; seven sclentists of different
nationalities gathered. We thought that the most
effective means of connection between Kansai-
based

assoclation

scientists would be a very loose

of those gravitating towards
electronic mailing systems. Thus, “Kansai-Net”
electronic mailing network was born. Besides the
seven original founders, other twenty people
were subscribed in the first mailing list. At the
same time we advertised the existence of Kansai-
Net through different means : news to other
mailing lists and news groups, articles on
Kansai Time Out(a very popular Kansai-based
on billboards of
With these

strong advertisements, in March 1994, we had

monthly magazine), news

universities and other institutions.

sixty subscribers. Since we mostly knew each
other only in a “virtual manner”, we decided
(owing mostly to Christian Schwiebert, a
German scholar of Physics Department, Kyoto
University) to hold every month a Kansai-Net
dinner in one of restaurants in Kyoto, which
each subscriber in turn should organize. The
members grew steadily, to reach recently the
number of 30-40 people per dinner, creating a
good chance to personally know and talk to
each other. Another initiative has been taken : a
Kansai-soccer team was organized owing to the
efforts of coach Thomas Regelmann and vice-
coach Ting Guo Ho. Kansai-Net T-shirts were
also printed and distributed to the subscribers ;
every summer we have had several barbecue
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parties, and swimming and diving sessions in a
river in Ohtsu. In this way the fame of Kansai-
Net has reached all the corners of Kansai area.
One of the policy of Kansai-Net is to be an
association open to whoever is working,
studying or resident in Kansai, regardless the
kind of job (there are scientists as well as
lawyers) or nationality (there are people from
all continents, and of coures many Japanese).
Meanwhile, the flow of information on the malils
as well as the number of subscribers kept
growing. By September 1994, we reached the
number of seventy subscribers. Then, a problem
arose : how can we store and make everyone
accessible to all the flow of useful informations
passing through Kansai-Net ? The easiest
solution was to make a WWW(World Wide Web)
server. In September 1994, Kansai-WWW has
to the efforts of five
University,

Alexander

been created owing
Kyoto
Enrico Segre,

Plinio
Sardo-
and an

researchers in
Innocenzi,
Infirri, Patrick Crehan and myself,
excellent scientist for
Nintendo, Dylan Cuthberth nicknamed
“Takoyaki”. We have stored on Kansai-WWW

all useful informations passing through Kansai-

computer working

Net under several sections : useful information
for foreigners in Kansai(e.g. where to find
English

Kansai,

speaking dentists and hospitals in

locations of youth hostels, student
accommodations, Japanese schools, swimming
pools, to make a credit card or to transfer
money, call back systems to US) ; National
Pages (at present we have Italian, French, and
German ; Pakistani and American are in
preparation)containing addresses of consulates,
embassies, chambers of commerce, joint projects
with Japan and other East-Asian countries and
so on. Other sections of Kansai-WWW describe
tourist spots in Kyoto, Nara, Kobe and Osaka ;
the best bars for nightlife in Kyoto ; scientific
centers of excellence in Kansai ; Internet access
providers in Japan and so on. An interactive flea-
market (Kansai Flea Market)where every one
can post his own “flea” was also created and
: accommodations,

of job,

covers the following requests

personals, leisure, offers/requests

buying /selling. There are also many other
sections that we suggest to visit and find out the
contents. On 1995,
earthquake attacked Kobe. Most telephone lines
were interrupted, and so was the flow of news

january 17th, a terrible

between Kobe and the rest of the world.
Internet, for its ability of running, the flow of
information on ANY available line kept Kobe
electronically connected. Kansai-Net, for its very
high number of subscribers in Kobe, was the
only means of communication between Kobe and
the rest of the world, and many volunteers on
Kansai-Net did an excellent work as telephone
relays between people from the disaster area
and their relatives all around the world. For its
wealth of information and its usefulness after
the earthquake, Kansai-WWW is now linked
from almost all famous WWW servers in the
world. Now Kansai-Net has 225 subscribers
from around the world and Kansai-WWW
than 1.5
minutes, that is more than 1,000 visits per day

receives around 1 log every less
and almost 400,000 per vear from the five
continents, being one of the most active mailing
lists and WWW servers in Japan, and a virtual
gateway between Kansai and the rest of the
world. At present about 16 people are actively
maintaining more than 400 pages of Kansai-
WWW. If you want to know more about Kansai-
WWW, vou can visit at the URL :
<http:/pclsp2.kuicr.kyoto-u.ac.jp.”index.html>.
You can subscribe Kansai-Net by sending a
message to:<Kansai-Request@kuicr.kyoto-u.ac.jp>
containing in the Subject : Subscribe Kansai-Net,
and in the body of the message, your name,
nationality, office address, telephone number,
and e-mail address you want to be subscribed.
To send a message to the whole mailing list,
please send it to:<Kansai-Net@kuicr kyoto-u.ac.jp>
Our special thank is due to Dr. Mikita Suyama,
Mr. Makoto Katoh, system operators of pclsp2
machine, Professor Jun’ichi Oda and Associate
Professor Dr. Takaaki Nishioka, Laboratory of
Biofunctional Molecules I, Institute for Chemical
Research, Kyoto University, for making available
their server to Kansai-Net and Kansai-WWW
and for their kind help, advice and lots of patience.
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