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Q Please give us a brief self-introduction.
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A 1 am Ulrike Miinzner and came to ICR about one year ago after
finishing my PhD studies at Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin in
Germany. I am now a postdoctoral researcher in the group of Prof.
Akutsu.

Q How do you like ICR?

A 1 am a member of Prof. Akutsu’s group which is part of the
Bioinformatics center (BIC), so I am mostly familiar with the

Pl 11 h in ICR. .. . .. L. .
Q Please tell us about your research in ICR bioinformatics groups. Although bioinformatics is the common topic,

During my PhD, I developed a large-scale Boolean model, for which
analysis methods in terms of attractor calculation are still lacking.
Prof. Akutsu developed a new method which I am applying to my
model. We are interested in finding new cyclic attractors, both in
the original model and several mutational variations of the model.

I am amazed by the diversity of topics and skills concentrated in a
small vicinity. Also, literally working two floors above the KEGG
servers is very special.

What is the difference between Japan and Germany when

doing research?

A My impression is there is a huge variation between groups in
each country, so it is difficult to say. Maybe in general a scientific
discussion in Japan can be calmer compared to Germany.

Q Is there any place that you would like to visit or try to do
in Japan (Kyoto)?

A Luckily, since arriving in Japan about one year ago, I had the
chance to visit several places, such as Enryaku-ji, Rishiri Island,
and Mt. Fuji (and Haruna-fuji). I also started practicing Kyudo.
However, Japan offers so many interesting places and hiking
opportunities, it makes it difficult to really choose. If I have a
chance, I would like to see Matsumoto Castle and Shima Onsen,
which inspired Spirited Away. I would also like to try playing the
Shamisen.
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