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Frank P.Glatz

I was asked to write a summary of my
impressions of the 15 months I have spent in
Professor Miyamoto’s laboratory at the
Institute for Chemical Research of Kyoto
University. It is of course very difficult to
express briefly the experiences gained from
one of the most interesting periods in my life.

When I remember my initial impressions, I
am surprised how familiar I have become
with the Japanese way of life. My first few
days were deeply involved with Japanese
bureaucracy-whether at the airport sorting
out customs difficulties, opening bank
accounts without a hanko, visiting the non-
English  speaking Immigration  Office,
obtaining an alien registration card including
fingerprint...Despite all warnings I was in a
state of shock at the prices, even of basic
goods. Being surrounded by unintelligible
Kanjis, I realised for the first time in my life
what it must feel like to be illiterate.

My time at the Institute for Chemical
Research has been very profitable, both on a
work and personal level. I was made very
welcome by the Miyamoto group and my
having made an effort to learn some
Japanese proved  helpful in  building
relationships which I hope will continue over
the coming years. After initial excitement
and settling in period, I gradually came to
the realization that the daily routine in a
chemical research institute in Japan is, as
everywhere, chiefly concerned with solving
problems which you had not previously
anticipated. Working in such a large and well-
known research institute gives one the chance
to meet, discuss and exchange ideas, however
it is important to know exactly who is behind
the doors along the long corridors. At this
point I would like to thank Prof. Takahashi,
Prof. Isoda, Dr. Donkai and 1Y) by S
Sugiyama, for their particular assistance in
this direction.

As I was at a research institute rather than

at the main campus of the university, I
unfortunately did not have the opportunity to
learn about teaching methods and content in
Chemistry. One aspect of university
education which is extremely important in
Germany 1is discussion, and in particular in
the field of chemistry much attention is
currently being paid to such issues as science
and ethics, as well as assessment of the
consequences of technology for society and
the environment. I was surprised at the lack
of discussion of such topics amongst students,
and wonder whether such subjects are not
emphasized in Japanese university education.
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